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A Message to Our Community

Over the past several weeks, we have noticed an increase
in targeted activity around 2SLGBTQIA+ events and
spaces in our region. While some of this activity has been
associated with a very small group of individuals, we want
to be clear: this is bigger than any one person.



As a community, we wanted to share some practical
guidance, supports, and reflections as we continue
showing up for one another.

Supporting Ourselves and
One Another

We know that targeted behaviour does not only impact
events. It can also affect community members,
organizations, businesses, volunteers, community leaders,
and individuals online.

If your organization, group, or business is experiencing
targeted comments, harassment, or coordinated online
activity, remember that you do not need to carry that
burden alone. Moderating comments, deleting harmful
content, limiting engagement, or blocking accounts are all
valid tools. Social media pages often serve as important
community spaces, and maintaining them as welcoming
and supportive environments is an act of community care.

If you are struggling to manage a situation or are unsure
how to respond, we encourage you to reach out. We
may not always have every answer, but we are committed
to sharing information, connecting people with resources,
and supporting one another where we can.

If you are experiencing harassment, threats, targeted
behaviour, or other incidents that may rise to the level of
a police matter, we encourage you to consider reporting
the incident. Community members may wish to connect
with the Guelph Police Service's Equity, Diversity and
Inclusion Unit or the appropriate police service in their
area.



We also recognize that reporting can feel intimidating,
overwhelming, or inaccessible for some people. If you are
considering making a report and would like support, you
are welcome to reach out to us. While we cannot provide
legal advice or tell you whether you should make a report,
we may be able to accompany you as a support person,
help connect you with resources, or simply be present
during the process.

No one should have to navigate these situations alone.

We also recognize that many community members want
to respond when they see anti-2SLGBTQIA+ activity.
While every person must make their own decisions, we
encourage approaches that prioritize safety,
de-escalation, and community wellbeing.

You do not need to carry
that burden alone.

A Few Tips for In-Person
Encounters

Whether attending an event, a demonstration, or a
counter-demonstration:

«Focus on supporting community members rather than
responding to those seeking conflict.



- Follow the direction of organizers, volunteers, and
designated safety personnel.

« Avoid direct confrontation, arguments, or debates.

« Do not provide content for videos, livestreams, or social
media.

+ Use signs, flags, banners, posters, umbrellas, or other
non-confrontational tools to help protect privacy and limit
unwanted filming.

+ When possible, use de-escalation principles and avoid
interactions that may increase tension or create
opportunities for conflict.

« Prioritize your own wellbeing and the wellbeing of those
around you.

Our goal is not to create conflict. Our goal is to continue
creating spaces where people can gather, learn, celebrate,
and belong.

Why this Matters

Attempts to intimidate, disrupt, monitor, or discourage
2SLGBTQIA+ people from gathering are not new. Our
communities have faced these challenges for
generations. Long before us, queer and trans people
found ways to connect, celebrate, organize, advocate,
and care for one another despite opposition. We are part
of that same history.

Because of that, this moment does not change who we
are, what we do, or why we gather.



We also want to acknowledge that this is not the first
time our local community has experienced this type of
behaviour. Many community members and organizations
have encountered similar challenges before and have
spent years finding ways to continue gathering,
celebrating, and supporting one another despite them.

What gives us hope is that we are not carrying this work
alone. More than ever, community members,
organizations, volunteers, community leaders, and allies
are coming together, sharing information, offering
support, and standing alongside one another. Rather than
responding in isolation, we are building a more
coordinated and connected approach grounded in
community care, safety, and solidarity.

As situations evolve, we will continue to listen, learn, and
adapt. We remain committed to taking steps to support
community wellbeing and will continue adjusting our
approaches when necessary. This may include
strengthening partnerships, modifying event plans,
increasing safety measures, sharing resources, or
implementing additional supports.

Community wellbeing is not a one-time consideration. It
is an ongoing commitment.

We Are Still Showing Up

What will not change is our commitment to gathering.

We will not cancel events, reduce our visibility, or step
away from our work because of attempts to intimidate
our community.



2SLGBTQIA+ people belong in public spaces, community
spaces, workplaces, schools, places of worship, recreation
spaces, and everywhere else that life happens.

We will continue creating opportunities for connection,
celebration, learning, advocacy, and joy.

We will continue showing up.

A Community That Shows
Up

To everyone who has checked in, offered support,
volunteered, shared information, attended events,
donated resources, or simply continued showing up:
thank you.

The response from this community has been a powerful
reminder that we are not alone. When one community
member needs support, others show up. When one
organization is targeted, others step forward.

When attempts are made to create fear, we respond with
connection.

For generations, 2SLGBTQIA+ communities have faced
challenges. We are here because people before us
refused to disappear. They gathered, organized,
celebrated, cared for one another, and kept going.

We will do the same.

We are not alone.

We are not new to this.

And we are not going anywhere.



With gratitude and solidarity,
Out on the Shelf and Guelph Pride
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